
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following country-by-country guide is for your reference only and does not constitute legal or immigration advice. 
 
 
Austria 
Up to 4 weeks allowed; check the exception box on source material 
https://www.artist-mobility.at/en/visa/which-types-of-visa-exist-for-artists.html 
 
Belgium 
Up to 90 days allowed with no requirement to apply to enter with exceptions (varying 
regional differences, also if artists of international renown no need to apply for permit). 
https://economy-employment.brussels/permit-performing-artist 
 
Bulgaria 
Unclear for short term work at the moment, however Freelance workers can obtain a 
Freelance Activity Permit for up to 12 months prior to arrival. 
https://www.mfa.bg/upload/720/ZaiavlenievizaEN2.doc 
 
Croatia 
Up to 30 days no requirement for a work permit. Check under art. 95 sec. 10. Needs to be 
done by local employer. Note: the source link works iin most but not all browsers. 
https://www.vsrh.hr/CustomPages/Static/HRV/Files/Legislation__Law-Foreigners.doc 
 
Republic of Cyprus 
Done through local employer for short term work 
https://www.cyprusvisa.eu/cyprus-employment-foreign-artists.html 
 
Czech Republic 
Exemption for performances up to 7 consecutive days or 30 days in any calendar year 
https://www.ecovislegal.cz/en/czech-legal-news/czech-republic-work-permit-and-visa-
exemptions-for-artists-and-for-other-specific-persons-or-groups/ 
 
Denmark 
Up to 90 days allowed BUT may also require visa  
https://nyidanmark.dk/en-
GB/Words%20and%20Concepts%20Front%20Page/SIRI/Work%20without%20permit 
 
Estonia 
Up to 6 months FREE. Must register with border police (Note 106 on the page link: 
Registration of short-term employment in Estonia). 
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/ee/518112013013/consolide 
 



Finland 
You need to have an invitation to work in Finland or have signed a contract to work maximum 
of 90 days status as professional artist, coach or athlete, or a member of an assistance or 
support team for such a person. (Note: this includes CREW) 
https://migri.fi/en/work-without-residence-permit 
 
France 
Up to 90 days permit free  
https://www.welcometofrance.com/en/fiche/fact-sheet-work-permit 
Germany 
Up to 90 days permit free 
https://www.touring-artists.info/en/visa-and-residence/travelling-beyond-eu-borders/to-
germany/market-access-to-germany-and-specific-professional-groups/ 
 
Greece 
Short term work is currently unclear however for longer periods, residence/work permit after 
arrival.  
https://shieldgeo.com/greece-immigration-and-work-permits/ 
 
Hungary 
Apply for a residence permit to pursue paid self-employed work. 
http://bmbah.hu/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=512&Itemid=1264
&lang=en# 
 
Iceland 
NOT a member of the EU but part of the EEA so included for completeness. No permit 
needed for up to 90 days for musicians (excluding musicians who are due to perform in 
catering establishments). Notify the Labour Directorate before entry to undertake short-term 
work. 
https://vinnumalastofnun.is/en/work-permits/categories-of-work-permits/exemptions-of-
work-permit-requirement-due-to-short-term-projects 
 
Ireland 
British Citizens CTA means right to work remains without any need for permits 
http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/Performance%20Tournament 
 
Italy 
Up to 90 days BUT permit required. (Awaiting link) 
 
Latvia 
Up to 14 days no requirement  
https://likumi.lv/ta/en/en/id/68522 
 
Liechtenstein 
NOT a member of the EU but part of the EEA so included for completeness. A short-term 
work permit is needed for up to 12 months. 
https://www.llv.li/inhalt/12567/amtsstellen/kurzaufenthaltsbewilligung-l 



Lithuania 
A visa for work purposes must be obtained before entry. 
https://www.renkuosilietuva.lt/en/work-in-lithuania/ 
 
Luxembourg 
No permit is needed for up to 90 days for the entertainment industry. 
https://guichet.public.lu/en/entreprises/ressources-humaines/recrutement/ressortissant-
pays-tiers/travail-moins-3-mois.html 
Malta 
Via local employer. An 'employment license' is required before entry to work. 
https://gvzh.mt/malta-law/employment-industrial-relations/permanent-residence-work-
permit/ 
 
Netherlands 
Max 6 weeks free in any 13 weeks no visa work permit required. No Single Permit is needed 
in the following situation: Musicians and artists who are going to work (as a musician or 
artist) in the Netherlands for a maximum period of 6 continuous weeks within a period of 13 
weeks. They submit an application for work in paid employment. 
https://gvzh.mt/malta-law/employment-industrial-relations/permanent-residence-work-
permit/ 
 
Poland 
Up to 30 days in any calender year are exempt the need for a work permit. 
https://zielonalinia.gov.pl/foreigners-who-may-perform-work-on-the-territory-of-the-
republic-of-poland-34909 
 
Portugal 
A temporary stay visa is required for self-employed work purposes valid for 90 days. 
https://vistos.mne.gov.pt/en/national-visas/necessary-documentation/temporary-
stay#temporary-stay-visa-for-independent-work-purposes 
 
Romania 
Short term visa required, type C  
https://www.mae.ro/en/node/2046 
 
Slovakia 
Up to 30 days in any calender year are exempt the need for a work permit. 
https://www.euraxess.sk/_user/navigation-entry_and_stay-2014-11_FINAL.pdf 
 
Slovenia 
Currently unclear for short term work. A single permit is issued for employment and self-
employment lasting longer than 90 days. 
https://mladipodjetnik.si/en/work-permit-residence-permit-slovenia 
 
Spain 
Requirement for work permit, no free period. 
http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Consulados/LONDRES/en/Consulado/Pages/Visas.aspx 



Sweden 
Max 14 days in any one year no permit required but must have been invited by established 
organiser. 
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals/Working-in-
Sweden/Employed/Special-rules-for-certain-occupations-and-citizens-of-certain-
countries/Performers.html 
 


